AGCSA Presidents Pen
A very Happy New Year to all AGCSA members and fellow turf enthusiasts. 
The year of 2011 was difficult in many respects with many Auckland golf clubs receiving their highest rainfall figures for many years displaying some much needed drainage work. Will this be the new climate for Auckland with much wetter weather throughout the year or is it just a ‘one off year’! We wait and see.
Due to 2011 being such a wet year many golf clubs still face financial hardship so is this the year we as golf course Superintendents and fellow green keeping staff alike look at our maintenance practices and decide are we sustainable in producing high quality surfaces such as Poa Annua greens which require large dollar inputs or are there other grass species which may be a better option for the future in reducing maintenance costs and labour inputs. 
2011 did bring great opportunities within the turf industry with the Rugby World Cup enabling many sports grounds to hold training fixtures or high profile games and receive high profile status around the world. This was a great spectacle to watch not only from my couch but also at the games itself. 

Workshop Days

The AGCSA committee have put together a timeline for the Workshop Days and other important dates up until the annual fundraising event in late September. Events are as follows with some dates and locations confirmed closer to each day.


February 14th

Omaha Golf Club – Water and irrigation

 
March 8th

Location to be confirmed – Weeds with Kerry 




Harrington from Massey University

March 29th

Toro Cup – Omaha Golf Club


April


Big Name Speaker

May


Trade Day + final trainee test


June 18th-19th 

North Island Fine Turf Conference – Palmerston North

July/August

Awards Dinner


September

Fundraising Day + AGM

Subscriptions

The 2012/13 subscriptions will be sent out late next month. As each subscription renewal is returned you will be sent information regarding AGCSA website registration and benefits from being an AGCSA member.

I am looking forward to a great year with the AGCSA committee and participating members at Workshop Days and other events.

Regards, 

Martin Burger

AGCSA President 
AGCSA Water Workshop 
Good Day All,

The AGCSA is holding a Water Workshop at Omaha Golf Club with Superintendent Corey Wilcox and water engineer Peter Geary. The day will be focusing on the water issues at Omaha and irrigation systems throughout the course.

Details of the day are as follows.


Location:


Omaha Golf Club


Date:



Tuesday February 14th 2012


Time and schedule:

11am – arrival with morning tea






11.30am – Water seminar with Peter Geary






12.30pm – Lunch






1pm – Course walk






1.45pm – Trainee Test

This Workshop Day will also hold the second trainee test towards the Gordon West Trainee of the Year Award. We had a good turnout of trainees to the Akarana Disease Workshop which is great to see. A request has been made for answers to Workshop Day trainee tests. These will now be made available to trainees the week following the Workshop Day to assist in trainee learning and understanding.   
The Toro Cup will also be held at Omaha Golf Club this year on Thursday the 29th of March 2012. Entry forms for this fantastic event will be out soon for all those who wish to enter.    

Hope to see you all at Omaha on the 14th of February.
Kind Regards,

Martin Burger

AGCSA President
