AGCSA Presidents Pen
With this being my first Presidents Pen I would like to show my appreciation and thanks for being elected as your new President for 2011-12 and forward.
I would like to mention the following committee members who have been re elected and who kindly give up their time to support the AGCSA.


Paul Butler

Helensville Golf Club

Dane Hawker

North Shore Golf Club


Brad Voullaire

Gulf Harbour Country Club


Bevan Houghton
Akarana Golf Club


Brendan Allen

Royal Auckland Golf Club

I look forward to working with you to solve the many challenges that will lie before us.

The wet winter that we all had to deal with this year is well and truly passed with the busy Christmas holiday period on its way and wetting agent applications and hand watering now very much a common practice already. 

A big congratulations to the stadium turf managers who presented the Rugby World Cup playing surfaces to superb standard which were beamed right around the world showing off our countries talents.

The new AGCSA committee have met twice since the AGM and have put a number of projects high on the priority list which the committee will be working on.

Constitution 
The current constitution is now very much dated and the AGCSA along with past committee members is seeking to amend where possible the constitution to keep up with todays’ changing times.
Survey Results

Recently the AGCSA sent out a small survey to all Superintendents in the Auckland area to accumulate information about our Workshop Days to identify such issues as location and day of week that would best suit staff attendance. 
From the feedback we noted the following points.
· Tuesdays were the day of preference.

· The majority said location was not an issue but a good spread of the Workshops Days around Auckland was required.
· More course walks to be added.

Thank you to those Superintendents who returned the survey and put your views on paper. For others alike who would like to pass on their views please contact any of the AGCSA committee members as we are here for you to provide support and information.
Workshop Days
This season the AGCSA will continue to hold Workshop Days providing relevant and thought provoking information with proven quality speakers.
For those that did not receive information on our next Workshop Day I apologise as we are currently updating our member contact details and delivery of information. Below are the details of our Disease Workshop.


Date:


Tuesday 6th December


Location:

Akarana Golf Club


Time:


10.30 am at the Clubhouse


Speaker:

Megan Cushnahan


Topic:


Anthracnose, Melting Out and a course walk.


Trainees:

Test will follow course walk.

We are close to completing our year’s program of Workshop Days which we will post as soon as it finalised. Hope to see you all at Akarana on the 6th.  
Gordon West Trainee of the Year Award

This award will again be made up for grabs to trainees at the Workshop days. Details are as follows.

· Trainee must be an AGCSA member

· Best 3 out of 5 scores from the Workshop Day tests will qualify

· Prizes:
1st
Attendance to North Island Fine Turf Seminar (June 18-19)

2nd
Sports Turf Management Books (value $250)

3rd
Sports Turf management Books (value $150)

AGCSA Website

The AGCSA is looking to improve our website with an objective to make it a place where information can be found on upcoming events, Workshop Day photos, previous history of the AGCSA and other local information. We are currently seeking information to place on our AGCSA website www.agcsa.co.nz so if you have information please contact me by email at martin@whitfordpark.co.nz or by phone on 021 616 918.
The updating of the website is a continuing process which will see improvements throughout 2012.

On behalf of the AGCSA committee I would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and I look forward to seeing you all either at Akarana or in 2012.

Regards,

Martin Burger

AGCSA President
