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NZGCSA Presidents Pen

2011 Rugby World Cup champions!!! It sure has a nice ring to it after 27 years!! No doubt there were celebrations throughout the night and very sore heads the following morning at all the maintenance sheds around the country. 

No doubt most of you have finished your renovation program and are now on the recovering for our busy season. Well during this time the new NZGCSA Board meet in Auckland for the 1st time on the 1-2nd of November. 

It was a full agenda and I am more than happy to report to you on a number of projects the NZGCSA Board are working on.

Turf Conference & Trade show

The NZGCSA Board are yet to receive confirmation from the Turf Conference Governance Board on the timeline of future events. Most sectors that participated in the event were happy to extend the time of events from 2 years to maybe every three years.

If this is the case the NZGCSA would look at running our very own Conference in between the Fine Turf Seminars. 

Fine Turf Seminars

2012 North Island Fine Turf Seminar
Palmerston North
18-19 June

2012 South Island Fine Turf Seminar
Lincoln


TBC (indications is it will be held in July) 

Congratulations again to the Manawatu/Wanganui and the Canterbury regions for hosting the NIFTS and SIFTS events in 2012. We wish the organising committee all the best and what I have seen of their draft programs these are events cannot be missed so please book these events into your program.

NZGCSA Diaries

The NZGCSA wish to acknowledge the continued support of Parkland Products for supplying the Turf Diaries for the 2012 season. If you are not a member of the NZGCSA you will not receive one. 

NZGCSA Accreditation program

The NZGCSA are investigating an accreditation program for Superintendents that are members of the NZGCSA. There is successful accreditation programs carried out by the GCSAA in the US and more recently the AGCSA in Australia.

These programs aim to recognise Superintendents that continue their career development through education activities (attending field days, Growsafe courses, Approved Handler, turf seminars and conferences etc) and assisting their community (coaching sport, school boards, volunteer fire brigade etc) 

Membership benefits

It has been disappointing to see the membership numbers fall in recent years and the NZGCSA Board are very proactive in reversing this. Initiatives such as the upgrade of the NZGCSA website to create a more active and up to date resource, the new logo, NZGCSA Awards upgrade to name a few.

The benefits of being a member of the NZGCSA are as follows

· Discounted Conference Fees.

· Turf Management journals.

· AGCSA Journal.

· Turf Diary.

· Discounted Advertising rates on the NZGCSA website.

· NZGCSA membership card which can aid a member in receiving discounted rounds of golf.

· Being eligible for NZGCSA Awards including the Host recognition certificates.

NZGCSA Governance

With the help of our AGCSA friend Daryl Sellar the NZGCSA are compiling modern Governance manual with a purpose a vision a proposed role descriptions, business plan and a strategic plan. This document will give us the ability to be judged by our peers and provide guidance wherever appropriate.

NZGCSA Vision-Draft “The NZGCSA aims to be an organisation that serves the need of its membership through sound management and excellent industry wide relationships”

NZGCSA ultimate goal-draft “to assist its membership professional development and provide educational opportunities that in turn will benefit those that enjoy the game of golf”

 Proposed Delegates meeting

The NZGCSA Board are fully aware that we have been overdue and we are proposing the 1-2 May 2012. Letter s will be sent out to the regions shortly.

New Moderators

Thank you to our volunteers who have offered to be trained as a NZGCSA Moderator........they are

Greg Swafford


Brendan Allan


Craig Westerly


Ger Guiry

Grant Bunting


The NZGCSA is pleased to have the assistance of an old face who is already qualified as a moderator. We thank Kevin Sharrock from the Northland region who is happy to assist.

We are still looking for someone in the Central North Island region, so if you are interested please don’t hesitate in contacting myself or Jo Hannah.

Current Moderators are:

Tony Mulqueen – Northland

Ross Hart – North of Auckland

Barry Shannon – Wellington/Manawatu/Hawkes Bay/BOP/Wairarapa/Auckland

Peter Macintosh – Canterbury/Southland

Ian Carruthers – Canterbury/Southland

Regional information

We are seeking information to place on our NZGCSA website www.nzgcsa.org.nz so if you know your program for 2012 or any changes within your committee please let Jo know on 027 2288449 / 07 377 0075 or by email at nzgcsa@xtra.co.nz

On behalf of the NZGCSA Board we would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and I look forward in catching up with you in 2012.

Grant Bunting

NZGCSA President 

