
Top names confirmed for the 2016 NZ Turf Conference Golf Section 
 

It is with immense satisfaction to announce for the golf section of the NZ Turf Conference a 

great line up of professional speakers from around the world gracing our shores in 2016, 

including Professor Fred Yelverton (U.S.A.), David Bancroft-Turner, BA (Hons), MIPD, Dip TM 

(U.K.) and Clint Mattox (U.S.A.) along with a NZ lineup of Andy Wood (Kauri Cliffs), Mark Hooker 

(Royal Auckland Golf Club), Chris Gribben (NZSTI) and Murray Beare (Educhem).  

 

Fred is an extension specialist with the Centre for Turfgrass Environmental Research and 

Education at North Carolina State University and is one of the world-leading researchers 

regarding the management and control of Poa Annua in sports turf surfaces and I am sure he 

will be greeted with many questions regarding this lifelong turf challenge.  

 

David has a background in International Banking and was Head of Management for a number of 

large multinational companies. He has for many years been specialising in Leadership 

Development and is best known for his unique work in the area of organisational politics having 

developed and has trademarked the unique ‘political intelligence’ process. “How to change 

behavior without using a gun” is just one of his excellent speaking topics. 

 

Clint is a PhD Graduate Student from the Oregon State University and has focused his interests 

and research in managing turfgrass diseases without the use of traditional fungicides. He 

finished a Masters of Science degree in Horticulture in September 2015 and is currently working 

towards a doctorate at Oregon State University majoring in Horticulture with a minor in Botany 

and Plant Pathology. 

 

Other keynote speakers for the Conference include Martin Sneddon - DUCO Promotions Ltd 

Management, Marke Jennings-Temple - STRI and Ed Timings - Juggler Health. 

 

I look forward to catching up with you all at the 2016 NZ Sports Turf Conference at Sky City in 

Auckland and listening to this great lineup of Local and International speakers. Just a reminder 

we are also hosting a golf tournament on Sunday the 26th June at Royal Auckland Golf Club: The 

Grange Course and a field trip on Wednesday the 29th June to Windross Farm Golf Course which 

is the new Manukau Golf Course site in Ardmore so when registering before or after the Early 

Bird cut off date make sure you tick these boxes on the registration form to receive the detailed 

invitations.  

 

Kind Regards, Martin Burger 

Organising Committee, NZGCSA  


